which you could see sticking out of the city - it was as though the source of the clouds, coming to birth in the depths of Paris, had been borne up there into the sky.
Sometimes the hoop took it into its head to run away. The end of the stick pursued it without succeeding in catching up with it; and the hoop leant over a little, it veered about. It behaved just like an animal which loses its head as it runs. You must know how to catch up with it not too impatiently. Otherwise you ran the risk of running it up against a wall or of knocking it over.
When the time came to leave the pavement and cross the street, it was a delight to wait for the hoop's little leap and watch over it. It was exactly as though you were dealing with a sensitive, nervous beast. And afterwards, until it reached the opposite pavement, it never stopped leaping on the stones, in their cracks, with all kinds of capricious irregularities and changes of direction.
Louis Bastide pretended that he had a mission to accomplish. Somebody had commissioned him to follow a certain course, to carry something, or perhaps to herald something. But the itinerary was not easy. He had to keep to it, respecting all its unexpectedness, all its oddness, both because this was a law and also because there were dangers and enemies to be avoided.
Here was the immense wall of the goods station, and the rue des Poissonniers, whose gas-kmps were so strange. They had a crown, like kings ; a halo, like martyrs. Louis's mission demanded that he should turn to the left, across the street, and go towards the fortifications, following the long wall and passing underneath those strange gas-kmps.
The day was declining a little. The street was beginning to be filled with bluish shadows and with an almost cold air. The sky remained luminous, but it was farther away. There was no further question of the promises that it might hold for a boy who raised his eyes. Louis slowed down to a little running step, very regular, scarcely faster than the walk of a grown-up. The hoop visibly helped him. That